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SUBJECT: AMERICAN PRISONERS IN BOLIVIA: TEAM VISIT 
REFS: (A) LA PAZ 692 (B) LA PAZ 690 

1 . AFTER GIVING CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO THE VIEWS OUT- 
LINED BY YOU IN REFTEL B, AND TO MINISTER OF INTERIOR 
PEREDA'S OBVIOUS PREFERENCE FOR A DEFERRAL OR CANCELLATION 
OF THE TEAM VISIT, WE HAVE DECIDED ON BALANCE THAT WE SHOULD 
PROCEED WITH THE VISIT ON A REDUCED SCALE. WE CONTINUE TO 
BELIEVE THAT THE TEAM’S PURPOSE: TO LEARN ALL THE AVAIL- 
ABLE FACTS ABOUT THE PRISONERS' PHYSICAL AND LEGAL SITUATION, 
IS A VALID ONE. THIS OBJECTIVE REFLECTS A LEGITIMATE USG 
INTEREST IN THE RIGHTS AND WELFARE OF OUR CITIZENS OVERSEAS. 
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NO INTERVENTION IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF BOLIVIA IS IM- 
PLIED OR INTENDED BY SUCH A FACT-FINDING VISIT. PLEASE IN- 
FORM MINISTER PEREDA, THEREFORE, THAT THE TEAM WILL VISIT 
BOLIVIA IN THE ABSENCE OF A SPECIFIC GOB PROHIBITION OF THE 
VISIT AND WILL BE CAREFULLY DEFINED AND INSTRUCTED IN SUCH 
A WAY AS TO AVOID IMPROPER INTRUSION OR INTERVENTION IN 
BOLIVIA’S INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 
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2. WE HAVE NO INTENTION OF CALLING INTO QUESTION THE 
MINISTER'S GOOD FAITH. TO THE CONTRARY. THE NEWS THAT HE 

RESOLUTION OF A NUMBER OF THE CASES, AND SUBSEQUENT RE- 
LEASE OF THE AMERICAN CITIZENS INVOLVED, IS VERY WELCOME 
TO US. BUT THE GROWING LEVEL OF POLITICAL INTEREST IN 
THIS ISSUE DOES NOT PERMIT US TO WAIT PASSIVELY UPON THE 
GOB'S ACTION IN THIS MATTER. MANY PARENTS AND RELATIVES 
OF US CITIZEN PRISONERS FEEL THAT THEIR EXPECTATIONS FOR 
RAPID RESOLUTION OF THESE CASES WERE RAISED TOO OFTEN IN 
THE PAST. WE INTEND TO BE VERY CAUTIOUS, THEREFORE, IN 
ANY DISCUSSIONS WITH PARENTS AND CONGRESSIONAL STAFF, 
AVOIDING SPECIFIC MENTION OF A THIRTY-DAY TIMETABLE AND 
REFRAINING FROM SPECULATION ON THE LIKELY SENTENCES TO 
BE IMPOSED, EVEN IN THE CASES OF MINOR OFFENDERS. 

3. FOR REASONS OF EFFICIENCY AND ECONOMY, WE HAVE DECIDED 
TO LIMIT THE TEAM'S MEMBERSHIP TO THREE PERSONS: MR. 
MOSKOWITZ, MR. FIELDS AND PROFESSOR BALDWIN. THIS SMALLER 
GROUP WILL RETAIN THE ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF AREA AND 
LANGUAGE EXPERTISE, LEGAL EXPERIENCE IN THE NARCOTICS 
FIELD AND THE PRESENCE OF A QUALIFIED OUTSIDE OBSERVER. 

BOLIVIA DESK OFFICER PACE WILL SERVE AS THE WASHINGTON 
LIAISON FOR THE TEAM DURING ITS VISIT, WHILE MR. STEVENS 
AND HIS STAFF IN SCS WILL CONTINUE TO RESPOND TO THE GROW- 
ING VOLUME OF FAMILY AND CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES ON INDI- 
VIDUAL PRISONER CASES. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO MAKE RE- 
SERVATIONS FOR TEAM MEMBERS AT THE HOTEL LIBERTADOR (ONE 
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SINGLE AND ONE DOUBLE), OR AT THE HOTEL LA PAZ (THREE 
SINGLES). THE TEAM WILL ARRIVE IN LA PAZ VIA BRANIFF 909 
AT 2215 ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 29. 

4. FYI: TEAM LEADER MOSKOWITZ AND DESK OFFICER PACE MET 
WITH AMBASSADOR CRESPO ON JANUARY 26 TO DISCUSS THE NATURE 
AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TEAM'S VISIT TO BOLIVIA. WHILE AC- 
CEPTING THE UTILITY OF AN IMPARTIAL STUDY OF THE PRISONERS' 
SITUATION, CRESPO EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT UNSPECIFIED GROUPS 
WERE SEEKING TO MAKE PROPAGANDA POINTS AGAINST THE GOB OVER 
THE PRISONERS ISSUE. CRESPO INDICATED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT 
WOULD REACT NEGATIVELY TO PRESSURES THAT SUCH GROUPS MIGHT 
EXERT ON BOLIVIA FOR THE PRISONERS' RELEASE. THE AMBASSADOR 
ALSO INFORMED US THAT THE PARENTS' LOBBY IS ORGANIZING 
WHAT IT TERMS A "MASS MEETING” IN WASHINGTON DURING THE 
WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7 TO ATTRACT PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL 
ATTENTION TO THEIR CONCERNS. 

VANCE 
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